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P R E S S   R E L E A S E
Children’s University joins forces with DIY Giant 
It’s child’s play at B&Q this year as the nation’s best loved DIY giant joins forces with the national charity the Children’s University, to provide experimental play learning environments for children aged 7-11 years. Even 5 and 6 year olds can participate with their families in a choice of lively, fun learning classes which include:
· Kids Classes in over 50 B&Q warehouses across the country. Here children aged 7 – 14 can come into store and take part in a practical activity costing just £5. Their parent or guardian can also stay with them, and join in the fun.  
Kelly Metcalfe, Community Development Advisor for B&Q explains: “These classes allow children to learn practical skills under the watchful eye and hands on help of B&Q in store experts. They will grow in confidence and be able to gain transferable skills, such as measuring, cutting and using tools.”
· Job Done! programme. This is a series of on line resources. They are broken down into 6 modules which have been developed with teachers to ensure they follow the national curriculum These resources are free, and provide a series of practical skills that will help children to grow in confidence.

Kelly Metcalfe comments: “One of the best aspects of these programmes is that children get to learn a new skill and that the learning is reinforced by allowing the children to take away/get an instant result from what they have learned. This helps to engage them with the activity and also starts to embed the confidence they are developing.”
Alongside this all Children’s University groups across the UK have access to the Waste Donation Scheme. This scheme enables groups to access slightly damaged/end of line products in any store.  e.g. damaged tins of paint, off- cuts of timber, opened packets of screws, wallpaper etc.

Kelly explains: “It’s amazing to see the kids in action. They are encouraged to try something new and experiment by making something from nothing, for example bookends, a wooden boat, or a magazine rack. It’s a great way for them to learn a new, practical skill and keeps them busy and re-connect with the purpose of what learning is about on a Saturday morning – measuring and making equals maths with a purpose!”

The classes have already started and are proving to be popular as Ger Graus, Chief Executive at the Children’s University explains: “It’s a fantastic opportunity for the youngsters to be learning new skills in a practical hands-on environment. We already have many kids attending the stores with great success. Each child has a learning ‘passport’ which is stamped at the end of the session, leading to a recognised accreditation by the Children’s University. It’s fun and is available to all who apply.”
“We are delighted that B&Q are providing the time, the materials and the staff to work with the children, and we are sure that the scheme will grow and grow and continue to be a success.“
For more details call into any major B&Q store.
· ends – 
For media enquiries / interview requests contact Anna Donaldson T: 07779 843624 or Tel Andrea Wood on 0161 907 5389 
Editors’ notes:
The Children's University is a national organisation that provides 7 to 14 year olds (and 5 and 6 year olds with their families) with exciting and innovative learning activities and experiences outside normal school hours. We celebrate achievement and reward participation through our certificates. 
Raising children's aspirations is important to us and we aim to develop the understanding that learning can be a satellite navigation to better places in life! The ethos of the Children’s University is one of cooperation, collaboration, learning from each other and making things better for children and young people through providing and facilitating aspirational high quality learning experiences that can act as a satellite navigation system to better places in life.
For more details on the CU log onto: www.childrensuniversity.co.uk
Email: contactus@childrensuniversity.co.uk
Tel: 0161 907 5389
