Summer Schools Fund

High schools are able to access funding to run a 1 or 2 week transition summer school programme for each child coming into year 7 that is entitled to free school meals or LACS. It is the high schools that must apply for the funding but the remit is flexible in terms of who they work with for the delivery of the programme - this might be a good opportunity for other CUs to support such programmes across the UK where appropriate. Please find below all the relevant information that can be obtained on the DFE website. 

The DfE is providing the Summer Schools Fund to help support up to 100,000 pupils making the transition from primary to secondary school. This transitional period has been identified by Ofsted research as a time where performance can take a significant dip. Secondary schools can sign up for £500 for every disadvantaged pupil taking part in a two-week summer school. The funding applies to all pupils transferring in to Year 7 who:

· Are on Free School Meals; or 

· Have been in care for six months or more. 

Schools will be free to ask third parties, such as voluntary groups, to run the summer schools for them or work together with other schools. Examples of activities that the funding could be used for includes:

· Transitional activities such as meeting teachers, having a tour of the school or learning more about their new curriculum, to build on schools' own induction arrangements. This will help pupils familiarise themselves with their new environment and give them a flying start. 

· Additional intensive support in English and mathematics to enable pupils who need it to make progress in these key areas before the start of the autumn term, both as catch up and preparation for the secondary curriculum. 

· Wider enrichment activities such as arts, music and sports activities, trips to theatres and museums, visits to local higher education institutions and employers etc. 

The deadline for opt-in application forms is 30 April 2012.
On line application form:

https://www.prolog.co.uk/summerschoolsregistration/register.xhtml
FSM spreadsheet:

http://www.education.gov.uk/b00204241/ssprog
Time line of relevant dates:
http://www.education.gov.uk/b00204241/ssprog/key-dates
SUMMER SCHOOLS: WHAT WORKS?

This note sets out elements of out-of-term schools (Easter, summer etc) which have been found to be effective.  The provision from which the note draws its key points covered a range of activities, including a focus on learning, catch-up and enrichment and familiarisation with a new school. 

Evidence from the UK and abroad concludes that effective summer schools have (some of) the following features:

General

· Attendance and retention of participants throughout the duration of schemes is good (occasionally building from a lower attendance rate on the first day)

· A partnership approach is adopted with organisations from the public, private and voluntary sectors so that students have input into activities and courses from professionals other than teachers. They also have access to facilities normally beyond their experiences

· Aims and objectives are linked to the local authority’s aims or priorities for addressing specific needs or disadvantages and social inclusion

· The scheme ends on a high note, such as a celebration event involving parents and carers.
Staffing

· Peer mentors are involved, serving as good role models for students and providing excellent support for the work of main staff 

· Staff are recruited from a combination of participating and non-participating schools as well as non-school staff, such as HE lecturers, youth workers and staff from local businesses, to form an effective team with a broad range of skills and expertise

· Experienced teachers deliver the academic element.
‘Catch up’ and other lessons

· Catch up programmes in the US were found to have larger effects when the programme was relatively small and when instruction was individualised 

· Successful educational programmes include learning activities that complement the curriculum pupils are (or will be) following during the school year. Academic content is aligned with the relevant curricular standards

· Group learning is complemented with individual support such as mentoring, tutoring and homework assistance

· Academic instruction is supplemented with enrichment activities that are relevant and engaging to pupils. Some examples include a debate on current events, use of technology, field trips, hip-hop dance, rap and spoken word, improvisational comedy, art, drama, and storytelling. They also include time for sports and recreational activities to offer students a chance to participate in the physical activities they enjoy 

· Lessons and concepts are linked to a ‘real-world’ context. For example, pupils may learn how to write fiction by participating in storytelling events in the community

· Hands-on activities are integrated into lessons. Interactive forms of instruction help to keep students engaged in the material. Engaging students in games, group projects, field trips to historic sites, nature expeditions and science experiments are all ways to make learning more interesting and applied.
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