If you see Gef tell him …
Things have started well in 2012!

A lovely article in The Sunday Times (http://www.childrensuniversity.co.uk/media/214526/120108_the_sunday_times_-_8th_january_2012.pdf) and a picture of Doncaster CU in The Guardian  (http://www.guardian.co.uk/education/2012/jan/10/a-new-year-challenge-on-programming-for-politicians-schools-and-universities 
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Pupils from Long Toft Primary School at the Children's University computer session at The Hub, Doncaster College

Lots of Welcomes … such as the new developments in Northern Ireland, Luton, Milton Keynes and Central Bedfordshire. Welcome to Preston CU, based around the Fulwood Academy and sponsored by the Charles Dunstone Foundation … The Academy currently is a building site but will be brilliant when finished and a wonderful Children’s University venue as well. Welcome to DRB as a support partner to some of the West Midlands CUs and to the national Children’s University too! And welcome to the King Edward Foundation who will be working closely with a range of CUs across the country particularly in providing activities linked to Physics – Lynne Upton, our Director of Learning will be leading on this one!
Welcome also to Alistair Lomax of Oxford Bids (www.oxfordbids.com) who is helping us to procure external funding including for the Children’s University Challenge – a planned programme for the most able 9 to 13 year olds from within existing CUs to be delivered with the involvement of the Higher and Further Education sector … Watch this space!! And a very warm welcome to Anna Donaldson, our Publicity, Media and Marketing Consultant who will try to raise our profile nationally even further including with mums and dads and all the other folk who care for our youngsters too!
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Anna Donaldson

Anna will be at various meetings and events so lots of you will be able to say ‘hello’ and make her part of the CU family! Soonish her email address will be anna.donaldson@childrensuniversity.co.uk  and she will be after lots of local CU stories … because lots of local stories make national headlines too of course!
Welcome also to Dr. Lenie van den Bulk (Unitmanager Onderzoek & Ontwikkeling) of the CED-Groep Rotterdam in the Netherlands who, hopefully with the Ministerie van Onderwijs and the Erasmus Universiteit, will be leading on the establishment of a CU NL! Welkom welkom welkom (just showing off now!) And … welcome to our friends in Kuala Lumpur where developments are under way for a Malaysian equivalent of the Children’s University. A conference launch is scheduled for 5 June 2012 and lots and lots of things will need to happen before that … we are working hard with Anthony Collins Solicitors to make sure all Eyes are dotted and teas are crossed!!!

Thanks to the West London Academy for hosting a group of Hong Kong visitors who were also keen to have a CU look!

Birmingham and Nottinghamshire CUs are looking to transform in the next few weeks: Birmingham from Local Authority to charitable status and Nottinghamshire may well be lead by Nottingham Trent University and include Nottingham itself too! The beauty with these transformations is that the CU locally gets further removed from politics and can focus more on its young people (and not lines on maps!) … It’s a strange world: becoming more people- focussed by removing yourself from local democratic structures?!
More Validation Training http://www.childrensuniversity.co.uk/news/notice-board/, North Hertfordshire’s official launch on 3 February, a head teachers’ meeting in Bury, a graduation at Essex University of Colchester CU with 1,000 strong audience … and now
135,000  

Passports To Learning in use!

Soon we will have the stats for 2011 and an updated version of Achievements and Developments.
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Don’t forget to use the DSC Social Change Awards logo on publicity (if you are a member Children’s University), letterheads, websites … Andrea Wood andrea.wood@childrensuniversity.co.uk  has the details! The more positive publicity we generate locally and nationally, the better it is for us and most importantly our children … it enhances their chances!!
‘Anyways' (as Triinu would say) enough for now me thinks!

And anyways … who is Gef …?

TTFN!
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