Quotes: national Children’s University fourth annual conference

8th and 9th December 2011

The fourth annual conference took place on 8th and 9th December 2011 with 147 attendees and 20 Market Stalls (it is perhaps worth noting that the first conference in 2008 had 39 attendees). The feedback received was excellent and is listed below.


“I just wanted to reiterate what a pleasure it has been to be involved with such a prestigious organisation as CU. Everyone I met at the conference were the nicest people; they were all so friendly and supportive. The whole experience has been absolutely tremendous! Thank you so much for believing in me and providing me with the opportunity to gain life skills that will never be forgotten. Hope we stay in touch.”

“Just to say thank you to all who organised, worried, contributed and worked so hard - it was a fabulous conference.  I, together with many, returned home ‘buzzing’!

In conversation with a group of people from far and wide, it was agreed that the variety of speakers was excellent and incredibly motivating - ‘how did they manage it?’ one person asked.  With tremendous determination and diligence is the answer. 

Thank you all”

“Thanks again for inviting us – we all found it very useful and I feel like I know a lot more about the Children’s University now!”

“What a stunning conference!  Well done you...”

“Thanks for this. It was the first conference I’d attended and I thoroughly enjoyed it- the organisation and sessions were first class. Well done on all your hard work – I bet you needed a rest over the weekend!”

“Thank you and all your wonderful team so much for yet another fantastic conference.  It was great that you could also lay on the snow so that we could leave in a really Christmassy mood!!!”

“Brilliant! Just brilliant!!”

“I just wanted to say a big thank you; I loved the conference, and really appreciated u helping me to attend.”

“What a great conference it was!  Thank you so much for inviting me it was a real pleasure to meet everyone along with listening to such inspiring speakers.”

“I really enjoyed the conference it was fantastic.”

“I wish it was this time last week!

Just wanted to express my thanks for such a great two days at the CU Conference - it was the best yet.  Didn't feel like work!
Yet again the CU conference was very enjoyable and as always totally professional and yet at the same time it feels like a big family event.   It is so well organised and that we come away really having learnt more and many of our questions answered means it is time very well spent.  All the speakers were very informative and inspirational.  It was great to hear the young people 's views and their confidence was enviable.  Having been involved with Children's University for the past eight years it meant alot to me that Prof. Tim Brighouse (a founder of CU) attended the conference this year and gave us such an aspiring speech. 

The conference really enforces how much work is achieved in the past year by everyone and I came away feeling very proud.  Please can Gervaise Phinn come back next year!? ;o)

Ger - all the amazing hard work you and your team give to lead all of us out here across the country is very much appreciated with hopefully the outcome of children receiving extra special experiences.

Wishing you all a very merry Christmas and great New Year 2012.”

“Congratulations to the team for yet another successful conference.  I really enjoyed it and so did the young people.”

“Thank you for organising the conference last week.  You must be exhausted, you always make it look so effortless but I know and understand how much hard work and effort goes on behind the scenes to make to pull it off.”

“Thanks for a great conference, most enjoyable!”

“Well done - the best Conference yet!!”

“Thank you for the past 2 days, it has been my first residential and I have come away with lots of ideas!”

“And thank you Ger - and the team - for your splendid efforts - much appreciated and admired. Have a great Christmas break.”

“Thank you. It was a truly great conference.  We met lots of people and learnt lots. Have a great Christmas.”

“Well done for the conference you all did a fab job!! We really enjoyed ourselves and are looking forward to next year.”

 “Thanks again for all the time and effort you put in for the conference.”

“Thank you once again for organising such a wonderful and busy conference.  I hope you have had a restful weekend.”

“Thank you for taking such good care of me at the Conference and for the beautiful flowers.  It is a privilege to be part of such a progressive organisation and I very much enjoyed the speakers and meeting such willing people!”

 “Thanks again for the opportunity - I was very inspired by all you work and especially by the CU young people.”

“Thank you all for an inspiring and forward looking conference.”

“Again thanks for organising such a great conference!!”

“Hope you're well rested after the Conference last week ... thank you for arranging the snow as we were leaving, a nice touch I thought.”

“Just to say all the comments on the feedback report are absolutely deserved.  Undoubtedly, the CU Conference is the one which exceeds all others in terms of every delegate’s potential to contribute, pick up new ideas and feel part of a burgeoning extended family.

I feel privileged to have been invited to attend the Conference as local CU Chancellor.  The individual managers and of course all you at Head Office are a fantastically motivated group of people.  The buzz definitely rubs off and was manifestly obvious in the attention to detail with which the Conference was organised.  A particular master stroke for me was the presence (and testimony) of the young people for whom we are doing all this!”

“Thank you, we really enjoyed it and met some lovely and very inspirational people.”

“Thanks again for all your hard work to make the conference so successful. I'm sure you enjoyed not having to think about it over the week end!”

“Again thanks for organising such a great conference.”

“Hope that you had a restful weekend and well done again for a superb conference!”  

“I agree with all the comments and more, a real cure to the austerity blues! You should feel justly proud. I’m still slowly digesting everything that Tim Brighouse said and have started reading TS Eliot again -  inspirational!”

“Can I also say a big thank you to all of you for a wonderful conference.  It was my first time attending and I can't wait to come along next year.  I came away with new ideas and full of enthusiasm for the coming year.”

“For what it is worth I thought that it was the best conference I have attended in 33 years of being involved with teaching/children’s services! The organisation was excellent – couldn’t have been any better (thanks again to you and Trinnu!) and the conference content was superb. The highlight for me was the range and quality of the speakers. Wonderfully inspiring!”
“Thank you for the conference which I enjoyed very much and found useful. Happy New Year to you all in CU”

“Just a note to thank you all for a very stimulating conference - I really enjoyed it and felt that it affirmed much of the work we do here - the standard of the speakers you choose was really excellent.  I found it very useful to talk to the people you had listed for me in your letter.  Some of the others I did not get to talk to but have their contact details and can do so at a later date.”
“Thank you to you all for inviting us to the CU conference and marketplace. We enjoyed the event.”




“@NationalCU what a shame it didn't snow on wednesday evening...we could have had a CU conference over the weekend xxx”

“@NationalCU an amazing conference thank you inspired doesn't even come close!!!”

“Ger doing his thing at the @NationalCU conference.” 

“We're at the @NationalCU conference in Cheshire - S4K is a CU partner”

“Just learning about the new partnership with B&Q. Very exciting! @NationalCU”

“@NationalCU conference today and tomorrow”

“Fantastic time the @NationalCU conference! Inspiring speech by James Bradburne and lovely to meet Hillary Robinson...”

“@NationalCU Had a great time at the conference last week!”

“Have everything crossed for @NationalCU”
 “Thank you @NationalCU for a fantastic conference once again, I left inspired and motivated xx”




“Conference went well! Going to Palazzo Strozzi tomorrow with kids!!”

“It was a great success and I hope you can feel proud too – it is an amazing achievement. Onwards and upwards”

“Thanks for an inspirational time”

“Many thanks for a brilliant 2 days!!”

“Good job and thank you!”

“Congratulations on a superb conference!”

“Thanks for a great conference. Sorry didn’t get chance to say bye. We opened the door to snow!”

“Thank you for an amazing few days we all had such a fantastic time and have memories to cherish forever take good care hopefully be in touch soon x”

  NationalCU ChildrensUniversity 

“@chrisedwardsesq: Releasing the Magic!: Children's University Annual Conference releasing-the-magic.blogspot.com/2011/12/childr…” - THANKS CHRIS!! 

Great conference.  Tim Brighouse was my lecturer at Keele – I thought he, James and Sonia were inspirational Allison Tripney 14.12
