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Passport to success: graduation day for children in Havant and Horndean
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Youngsters from ten schools in Havant and Horndean in  Hampshire graduated at The King’s Theatre in Southsea on Wednesday 4th July 2012.

50 children aged between 5 and 7 who took part in the National pilot received certificates ranging from 15 hours to Gold Awards. Havant had to arrange two ceremonies in one evening to accommodate the 176 children who wanted to graduate from the Children’s University ™. 
This is Havant Children’s University’s third graduation with some children having clocked over 400 Learning Hours. 
We have been very lucky in attracting local sponsors who share our values. The world’s largest research-based pharmaceutical company, Pfizer are delighted to support Havant Children’s University Graduation Ceremony as part of Pfizer’s Community Fund 2012.
The Initiative is also supported by Warings, Xyratex, Waitrose and Kamelio. The staff at Warings have given their time freely to introduce the children at Emsworth School to the world of construction and engineering. Challenges included building a self-supporting tower made of balloons and then of course having the fun of popping them at the end of the session.

Presenting the youngsters with their graduation certificates was Havant Children’s University’s Chancellor, the award winning author Ali Sparkes, Dr. David Frankiln, the Associate Dean of the Faculty of Science at the University of Portsmouth and Caroline Gilbert from the National Children’s University. 
Mayor and Mayoress of Havant Councillors Gerald and Elaine Shimbart who attended last year as Deputy Mayor and Mayoress were very pleased to have the opportunity to attend our ceremony again this year.
