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Creating a Children’s University for Lincolnshire

Children in the county could have their very own university where they will be able to take part in exciting and innovative learning activities outside normal school hours.

The University of Lincoln, UK, is hosting an information event to discuss the idea of creating a new Children’s University in Lincolnshire on Friday, 23rd May.
Children’s Universities give children aged between 5-14 years’ old an opportunity to enrich their learning experiences via accredited activities such as museum visits, lectures and language clubs.

By collecting stamps in a passport, children can graduate as Children’s University undergraduates, or even as Masters or PhD students – complete with cap and gown at a special ceremony.

The information event, which runs from 9.30am until 1pm, aims to gather any organisations and individuals together who may be interested in working in partnership with the University of Lincoln to create a Children’s University.

The University would support the accreditation of activities with 15-20 trained student volunteers, plus admin support and a dedicated day-to-day coordinator. 

Organiser Dr Emile van der Zee, Principal Lecturer in the School of Psychology, University of Lincoln, said: “A Lincolnshire Children’s University would give children in the county the opportunity to experience learning as a fun activity outside of normal school hours. Research has shown that children who participate in Children’s University activities achieve more, are better school attenders, and are more confident and happier learners. 

“This is an excellent opportunity for local schools, museums, clubs, local authorities and businesses to work in partnership with the University of Lincoln to improve the lives of our children. All children are welcome to participate in accredited activities, but local Children’s Universities especially focus on the participation of children who would normally not be in a position to be able to widen their learning experiences.”

The Lincolnshire Children’s University would be a local branch of the Children’s University Trust which already has more than 110 local branches in England. 

The information event, which will be held in the EMMTEC building on the University’s Brayford campus, will include a buffet lunch.

To register please e-mail rhewson-heathorn@lincoln.ac.uk by noon on Monday, 19th May.

- ENDS -

Notes for editors:

Children’s University Trust:

The Children's University (CU) Trust is managed through a network of more than 80 local Children's Universities in England, including the Service Children's Education Schools CU. Each one is distinctive in character, responding to the needs of the local community within the quality assurance framework of the CU Trust. In addition to a growing CU presence in the Isle of Man, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, international CU Trust development is in progress in the Netherlands, Malaysia and Australia.
The Children's University aims to promote social mobility by providing high quality, exciting and innovative learning activities and experiences outside normal school hours to children aged 7 to 14 (and 5 and 6 year olds with their families) and engaging the wider communities as learning partners in the realisation of this. At the heart of its work is the ambition to raise aspirations, boost achievement and foster a love of learning, so that young people can make the most of their abilities and interests, regardless of the background into which they were born. Although open to all, the CU aims particularly to reach children and young people facing socio-economic and educational disadvantage through the targeting of grants to, and the promotion of activities in, areas of deprivation. It is here, we believe, that the benefits of high quality provision and opportunities will be felt most. For more information go to http://www.childrensuniversity.co.uk/


The University of Lincoln, located in the heart of the city of Lincoln, has established an international reputation based on high student satisfaction, excellent graduate employment and world-class research.
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