
Fix these comma splices!

A comma splice is where a comma is used INCORRECTLY and a full stop is needed.

A comma splits a sentence when both clauses relate directly to each other.


Comma splice sentence: Apart from the ticking clock, the room was silent, the officer marched across to the mirror and glared at his reflection.
Correct example: Apart from the ticking clock, the room was silent. The officer marched across to the mirror and glared at his reflection.

The first comma in the sentence is correct because...
The second comma needed to be changed to a full stop because...
The officer's face crinkled in concentration as he smeared toothpaste onto the sparse bristles of his toothbrush, his eyelids closed for longer than a blink and he let out an involuntary yawn.

The shopping list was long and boring: bread, milk, cheese, soap, aspirin, salt, matches, Ciaran looked at the piece of paper in his hand and sighed, his lip curling in disappointment.

Jumping in the red revving car, the masked man slung his bag of swag onto the back seat, he shouted at the driver and gesticulated wildly as he looked around for the inevitable appearance of the police.

Nervous laughter erupted across the room as the speaker's notes fell to the floor, his cheeks flushed red and he scrabbled around to pick them up.

Scowling at the computer screen, Jacob gave a gasp of exasperation, nothing made sense and he didn't have the energy to start again.



